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Introduction  
The built healthcare environment is changing due to social, technical and political developments. 
The digital revolution, trends in medicine and public health as well as technical innovations are 
reflected in the design of hospitals and medical cities. Patient-centered care, prevention-orientated 
models and sustainable concepts are being discussed throughout all disciplines related to the 
building of healthcare infrastructure. All these innovations are strongly linked to various cultural 
backgrounds and local conditions.  
 
Description  
In the “10 theses on Healing Architecture” we have developed relevant criteria for the improved 
planning of hospitals. They reflect the many different aspects of healthcare architecture, focusing 
not just on function, but describing a brought spectrum of parameters, such as political, technical, 
social and human conditions. These theses have been developed in a European context. In the Arab 
World other parameters have to be considered.  
 
The study aims to identify similarities and differences in European and Arab architectural parameters 
to improve the quality of hospitals. The focus will be set on master plans and medical cities. Through 
comparing 4 different cases in European and Arab countries the specific requirements and solutions 
for planning and building healthcare facilities will be identified. The “10 theses on Healing 
Architecture” will be applied as a framework for the analysis of the comparison.  
 
Method  
“Healing Architecture experts meeting” in Dubai 27th of January 2015  
 
The meeting will bring together experts in the field of architecture & health. Representatives of the 
following professions are invited: Architecture/Engineering/Medical Technology/Health 
Sciences/Medicine/Management/Economy/Health Policy. They will discuss forward looking (existing 
and newly conceived) projects of hospitals, master plans and medical cities. Object of the paper will 
be the comparison and discussion of two European and two Arab projects in order to identify 
similarities and differences with respect to the various cultural environments.  
 
Four exemplary cases will be considered, two in European countries and two in Arab countries:  
 
University Hospital Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Inselspital Bern, Switzerland 

  
 
Hamad bin Khalifa Medical City, Qatar 

  
 
International Medical City, Oman  

  
 
Results/outcome  
Final results will emerge from the Expert’s meeting in Dubai the 27th January 2015.  
Against the background of differing cultural environments we expect to achieve outcomes in the 
following categories:  
- Healthcare buildings – adding value by design  
- Investment opportunities in Healthcare buildings  
- Healing environments  
- Quality management and Patient safety  
- Patient- and Staff satisfaction  
- Standards and Certification  
- Green Hospital standards  
- Urban Health Strategies  
 
Discussion  
The results of the Healing Architecture experts meeting will be discussed in order to shed light on 
the following questions:  
Which international valid parameters can be defined to assure best quality of architecture and 
design in hospitals?  
Which planning related parameters require adaptions due to cultural environments and local 
conditions?  
 
Conclusion  



Final conclusions can only be drawn after the Healing Architecture experts meeting in January. 
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