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Abstract 
The earliest research of healthcare facilities at HIT started from 1980s by Prof. Zhi Yichun and 
Prof. Xu Baichang. They were also the pioneers about ICU and sterile operating room in China. In 
2006, Prof. Zhang Shanshan who was the dean in College of Architecture, formally established 
“Healthcare Architecture & Environment” program based on HIT’s previous research and her 
engineering practice. This program focuses on the growing healthcare facilities demand in China and 
preparing students for such kind of complex functional design through both teaching and research. 
In order to link theory and practice, “Engineering Practice Education Center” for healthcare facilities 
between HIT (China) and HKS (USA) was established in 2014 which will provide an opportunity for 
students to learn from architects with practice experience and international perspectives. Our 
program sets different education objectives and teaching methods for different stages, including 
undergraduate students, master students and PhD students. 
 
For undergraduate students, the purpose is to encourage students’ interest and introduce basic 
healthcare facilities knowledge through teaching. During this four-week class, professor from 
university and architect from design firms together teach all students who major in architecture at 
HIT. Each student needs to submit a four -“one” report as their homework, including reading one 
book, analyzing one healthcare facilities in developed countries, visiting one local hospital and 
studying one copy of design guidelines. 
 
For master students, we pay more attention to practice. Students at this program will take 2.5 years 
for further study such as typological studies, design strategies, the latest development trends. 
Each student needs to complete a master's thesis and take part in at least one healthcare project as 
training. 
 
For PhD level, students mainly undertake the specific research contents. During the past 8 years, our 
team accomplished two “National Natural Science Foundation of China” focusing on healthcare 
facilities. One is “City Planning and Architectural Design to deal with Public Health Emergencies”, the 
other is “Construction and Evaluation for Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases”. PhD 
students in our team mostly choose related research topic, such as healthcare efficiency and safety. 
 
To sum it up, our team have already cultivated more than 20 masters on this specific direction, and 
right now 7 PhD candidates are working on it. Our researches keep pace with hot problems and 
development of healthcare facilities in China. We also pay close attention to international healthcare 
trends and education. 
 


