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97% Caucasian
2.9% African American

77.3% Caucasian
22.6% African American

0.9% Caucasian
98.9% African American

1.1% Caucasian
96.9% African American

$ 104,000 - 200,001

$ 73,000 - 104,000

$ 43,000 - 73,000

$ 12,000 - 43,000
$ 0 - 12,000

Extremely Above Average
Slightly Above Average

Below Average

24.1 - 100%
17.6 - 24.1%

11 - 17.6%

4.4 - 11%

0 - 4.4%

2015 Median Income

Poverty Level

Demographics

2015 Unemployment Rate

Lack of easy access 
to food and retail

Minimal access to 
health eating

Low median income High unemployment rates

Extreme demographic shift Strong need for public
transportation

High crime rate and
incidence of violent crime

Lack of access to 
quality healthcare

Many schools with 
underserved youth

ROSE LIFE CARE

The Chicago Transit Authority is extending the 
elevated Red Line south through Roseland Com-
munity. In addition to providing the area with 
access to rapid transit, the addition of a tran-
sit station provides the opportunity to address 
other key issues that the community faces.

  Poor Population

  Poor Population

  Healthcare   Fitness facilities  Convenient Access  Improved quality of life

  Transit   Daycare Wellness facilities

  Poor Public Transit   Lack of job access

  Frequent violence  High crime rate  Poor health

Poverty, lack of public trans-
portation and access to jobs, 
high frequecy of violence and 
high crime rate all contribute 
to the poor overall health of 
Roseland Community. These 
factors combine to a low qual-
ity of life in the community

Better access to public 
transportation can pro-
vide the opportunity for 
access to jobs in Chicago. 
Daycare, wellness facilities, 
healthcare and fitness ac-
cess, and the convenient 
location of these services 
will contribute to a higher 
quality of life in Roseland

Illinois, USA Chicago, Illinois Roseland, Chicago

THE DESIGN OF ROSE LIFE CARE IS A DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNI-
TY. THE EXTENSION OF THE RED LINE IS THE CATALYST FOR THE DESIGN, PROVIDING MUCH 
NEEDED PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION. PROGRAM INTENDED TO ADDRESS ADDITION COMMU-
NITY NEEDS WAS WRAPPED IN TO THE DESIGN OF THE TRANSIT STATION, TO PROVIDE A HUB 
OF ACTIVITY THAT PROMOTES HEALTH AND WELLNESS, WHILE ENCOURAGING QUALITY OF 
LIFE IMPROVEMENT IN ROSELAND COMMUNITY. ROSE LIFE CARE IS DESIGNED TO BRIDGE 
THE GAP BETWEEN THE COMMUNITIES NEEDS, AND THEIR ABILITY TO MEET THOSE NEEDS.
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Existing Conditions

The site is split in half by an exist-
ing railroad cannot be removed. 
On the southeast corner of the 
site is an existing Community Cen-
ter serving Roseland. The exist-
ing center will be replaced with a 
larger facility in the same location.

The Red Line extension will run 
alongside the existing train tracks, 
and will be elevated , further con-
straining available buildable site.

The site being split by the rail-
road and the Red Line neccessitat-
ed the separation of programat-
ic elements to either side of the 
tracks. The healthcare functions 
will be located on the west side, 
and wellness and transit functions 
will be located on the east side.

To create one integrated facility, a 
brige spans the train tracks and Red 
Line, connecting all of the build-
ings functions, and providing a fo-
cal point for the building design.

The functions of the two masses will 
be combined through the bridge, 
which will serve as a continuation of 
the rehab function that occupies the 
top floor of the healthcare building.

Red Line Extension

Hospital and 
Community Center
Replacement

Bridging Functions

Program Massing

Healthcare in Roseland does not adequately serve the 
community. The problem is a combination of the in-
effectiveness of the existing hospital, and the lack of 
additional services. The program for Rose Life Care 
was developed to respond to the shortcomings of the 
existing healthcare system, and address additional is-
sues in the community. Rose Life Care is at the nex-
us of health, wellness, and quality of life, providing 
not only the healthcare and facilities the community 
needs, but access to wellness facilities such as commu-
nity parks, and a community center with fitness and 
athletics spaces, and retail space dedicated to provid-
ing healthy food and groceries. All of this is integrat-
ed into a central transit station that provides access to 
Downtown Chicago and all of the job opportunities 
that exist there. All of these functions occur conve-
niently together, making healthcare and general well-
ness more accessible and desirable to the community.
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LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 4

Inpatient Unit

Administration

Rehab Unit

Transit Station

Rehab Garden

Transit Station

Fitness Center

Adult Day Care

Child Day Care

Shared Day Care Space

Grocery and Food Court

Transit Station

Inpatient Unit

Specialty Clinics

Surgical Unit

Primary Care

Building Services

Emergency Department

Imaging and Lab

Urgent Care

The Inpatient Unit on the 
3rd floor is divided up 
into 3 private units:
ICU
LDRP
NICU

Primary Care and Specialty 
Clinics are desiged with Jack 
and Jill rooms. Anticipating a 
decrease in use of the actual 
exam bed, two consult rooms 
share an exam room for more 
efficient use of space

The Emergency Department 
and Urgent Care Department 
share treatment corridors to 
allow for flexible use of exam 
rooms, depending on need.
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